SECTION 1 - THE STATEMENT OF ACCOUNTS

In completing the boxes below please explain any significant variances on a separate sheet and send
this to the external auditor together with a copy of your bank reconciliation as at 31 March 2004. See

page 6 and the Practitioners’ Guide for guidance.

'

' Balances brought 'fo al beiéhées énd.reservés at the beginning of the year as
forward recorded in the council’s finencial records.

2 {+) Annual Total amount of precept income received in the year.
precept

3 (+) Total other | Total incorne or receipts as recorded in the cashbook minus the
receipts : precept. .

4 (-} Staff costs 1 Total expenditure or payments made to and on behalf of all councl

| employess. include salaries and wages, PAYE and NI employees
| and employers), persion contributions and related expenses.

5 (- Loan interest/ .| Total expenditure or payments of capital and interest macke
capitai 1 during the year on the councils borrowings {if arny).
repayments

6 () Total cther | fotal expenditure or payments as recorded in the cashbook minus

) payments staff costs (ine 4) and ican interest/capital repayrments {ine 5;.

7 (=) Balances 1 Total balancss and reserves at the end of the year. {(Must equal
carried forward 1-+2+3) — (4+5+6))

8 Total cash & The sum of all current and deposit bank accounts, cash
investments oldings and vestments held as at 31 March — to agree with

pank reconciiation.

g Total fixed assets 1 The recorced current book value at 31 March of all fixed assets
and long term ;| owned by the council and any other long term assets e.g. loans
assets 1 to third parties.

10 Total borrowings The outstanding capiial balance as at 31 March of all loans from

' hird parties (ncluding PWLB).

| certify that the statement of accounts contained
in this annual return presents fairly the financial
position of the council and its income and
expenditure, or property presents receipts and
payments, as the case may be, for the year
ended 31 March 2004.

_Sign_ed

i confirm that these accounts were approved by
the council and recorded as council minute
reference:
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SECTION 2 - STATEMENT OF ASSURANCE

] s

We acknowledge as the members of

our responsibility for the preparation of the statement of accounts and confirm, to the best of our
knowledge and belief, with respect to the council’s statement of accounts for the year ended 31
March 2004 in section 1, that:

we have approvad the statement of accounts which has
been prepared in accordance with the requirements of the
Accounts and Audit Regulations and proper practices.

Mk S L i
| prepared its statement of accounts in the
1 way prescribed by law.

we have maintained an adequate system of internal
control, Including measures designed to prevent and
detect fraud and corruption.

+ made oroper arrangements and accepted
| responsibility for safeguarding the pubiic
| money and resources in its charge.

we have taken all reasonable steps 1o assure curselves
that there are noc matters of actual or potential non-
compiiance with laws, regulations and codes of practice
which could have a significant financial effect on the abillity
of the council to conduct its business or on its finances.

has only done things that it has the fegal
power to o and has conformed to codes
of pragtice and standards in the'way it has

we: have provided proper opportunity for the exercise of
electors’ rights in accordance with the requirerments of the
Accounts and Audit Regulations.

has given all persons interesied the
opportunity to inspect and ask questions
about the council’s accounts.

we have carred out an assessment of the risks facing the
counci and taken appropriate steps to manage those
risks, including the introduction of internal controls and/or
external insurance cover where required.

considered the financial and other risks it
faces in the operation of the councit and
has dealt with them properly.

we have maintained an adsguats and effective system of
imernal audit of the council's accounting records and
control systems.

arranged for a comgetent person,
independent of the financiai controis and
procedures, to give an obiective view on
whether these mest the needs of the
council.

we have taken what we congider to be appropriate action
on all matters raised in previous reperts from the interna
and external auditors,

has taken approgyiate action in response to
matters brought to its attention by auditors,

we have considered whether any litigation, liabilities or
commitments, avents or transactions, occurring either
during or afier the year end, have a financial impact on the
council and, where appropriate have included therr in the
statement of accounts.

disciosed everything it should have about
its business during the year including
events taking place after the year-end if
relevant.

Signed on behalf of

Signed by:  Ghair

Signed by:  Clerk
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SECTION 3 - EXTERNAL AUDITOR’S CERTIFICATE AND OPINION

Certificate

We certify that we have completed the audit of the annual return of | |
[ Figren Drmies COUNCILAHEEFNG| for the year ended 31 March 2004.

Respective responsibilities of the council and the auditor

The council is responsible for the preparation of the accounts in accordance with the requirements of
the Accounts and Audit Regulations and for the preparation of an annual return which:

o  summarises the council's accounting records for the year ended 31 March 2004; and

e confirms and provides assurance on those matters that are important to our audit
responsibilities.

Our responsibility is to conduct an audit in accordance with guidance issued by the Audit
Commission and, on the basis of our review of the annual return and suppotting information, to report
whether any matters that come to our attention give cause for concern that relevant legisiation and
regulatory requirements have not been met.

External Auditor’s report

(Except for the matters reported below)* on the basis of our review, in our opinion the information
contained in the annual return is in accordance with the Audit Commission’s requirements and no
matters have come to our aftention giving cause for concern that relevant legislation and reguiatory
requirements have not been met. ("delete as appropriate).

W THE STATEMENT OF AcCounTs R THE Yene SxDed 3 MARCH 2004 e Boxtie fediess
IncaReecT AWD SHad &e £5004 '

(continue on a separate sheet if required)

(continue on a separate sheet if required)

? hi [7 £ A |
External Auditor’s signature | AT Vodk VWi |

4 ]
External Auditor's name | -0 @gauc Fing ' | Date | I3 [ 4/ |
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